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REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITEE OF THE
BAR ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF
NORTH DAKOTA
Since the last meeting of our association at Fargo in September, 1925, Mr. James A. Dwyer of Hankinson, N. D., Mr. Victor
Wardrope of Leeds, N. D., and Mr. Frank W. Ames of Mayville,
N. D., all honored, valued and loved members of this association
have passed on to the Great. Beyond, and it becomes our duty at
this time to call to the attention of this meeting of our association
the fact of their passing, to the end that a proper record may be
kept -and that suitable resolutions be adopted by this association,
in memory of our departed brothers, and we have, therefore, prepared a separate brief biographical sketch of the life of each of
the departed members together with resolutions to be acted upon
by this meeting.
JAMES A. DYWER

Mr. Dwyer was born in Ohio on the ist day of May, 1857,
the son of Andrew and Katherine Dwyer. He was one of eleven
children. He atteded the public schools at Pewaukee, Wisconsin, and spent one year in the University of Wisconsin, where
he began the study of the law. "He -then went to Milwaukee
where he learned telegraphy, which he followed for eleven years,
during which time he continued to carry on his studies of the
law. He was admitted to the Bar of North Dakota on the 28th
day of March, 1898, and was attorney for the Soo Railway Company since 9oo. On April 26th, i89o, he married Miss Lillian
D. Pettit.
Mr. Dwyer came of a noble and highly respected family of
Ohio. His father served in the Civil War, in the Union Army.
In 1896, and after he had concluded to follow-the legal profession, he entered the offices of Senator W. E.-Purcell at Wahpeton, N. D., where he remained and persued his studies and work
until March, 1898, when he was admitted to the Bar of this state,
and later chose Hankinson as his home and remained there, in
the active practice of the law until his death.
Resolutions
BE IT RESOLVED, By the members of the Bar Association
of the State of North Dakota, in regular annual sessions assembled
at Bismarck, N. D., this ioth day of September, 1926, that in the
death of James A. Dwyer the state has lost a valuable and upright
citizen, and that we as lawyers have lost an earnest, conscientious,
fearless and able member of the Bar of this state; that he was a
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sincere friend of all with whom he came in contact and one whom
we shall miss, and one who will ever be remembered for his
kindly disposition and never failing patience, for his courtesies
and fairness in all business matters, and for his integrity and great
fidelity. He was a man of great sympathies and because of this
attribute inclined to some extent to sentimentality, but this never
was permitted to divert his thought and attention from his
duty as he saw it. He took great pride in his profession and
always gave to his clients the best services he could possibly render. As a citizen he was earnest, faithful and upright, and his
character stands above reproach. He was a man of very sunny
disposition, was optimistic, and always saw the bright side of
life, and he made the most of his opportunities. To know' him
well, was but to love, honor and respect him.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sympathies of
all of the members of the Bar Association be extended to his
widow, who, in his death, has sustained a loss that can never be
made good;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sketch of his life
and these resolutions be placed upon the permanent records of
this Association, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of this
Bar Association be requested to deliver to his widow a copy
hereof.
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VICTOR WARDROPE

Mr. Wardrope was born in Ontario, Canada, in May, .1876,
and came with his parents to North Dakota when but a small
lad. His parents settled upon a homestead in Benson county
near Churches Ferry, where later Victor himself homesteaded a
quarter section of land. He was raised on the farm and in those
early days had but little opportuity' for education, so little that it
was not until he was 21 years of age that he graduated from the
8th grade, completing the school grades in the preparatory department of the University of North Dakota. He then took up
the study of the law and was graduated from the College of
Law of the University of North Dakota in 1905. 'While attending the university he was a member of the A. D. T. Literary
Society and was among the university's most prominent debaters
during his time, taking part in local intercollegiate and international debates. He was a member of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity.
Following his graduation, he formed a partnership with Henry
Devaney at Minnewaukan, N. D., where they together began the
practice -of law. Later he moved to Leeds, N. D., and for 18
years or more continued a successful law business at that place.
He was states attorney of Benson county for two terms, voluntarily retiring from that position during the second period. He
was a member of the house of representatives of the state legislature in the session of 1913, and following, he was appointed
a member of the Board of Regents of the University of North
Dakota for a term of four years. He was juvenile commissioner
for the counties of Ramsey, Benson, Towner and Rolette. He
was a member of the Masonic fraternity, Ken Temple of the
Shrine, Devils Lake Lodge of Elks, Yeomen, and the Woodmen,
and for a number of years prior to his death he was superintendent of the Sunday School of the Congregational church at Leeds.
In 1907 he was married to Miss Della Ritzman of Wolfred,
N. D., who was also a graduate of the university of this state,
and to them were born four children, viz: Blair, Barbara, Lucille
and Shirley, and is survived by his wife and family, his parents
and some brothers and sisters.
Mr. Wardrope died at his home in Leeds, N. D., on February 28th, 1926, and his funeral was conducted according to Masonic Rites, all of the local pastors of Leeds taking part, and
addresses were 'made in connection with his funeral services by
Hon. A. G. Burr of Rugby, N. D., and by Mr. F. T. Cuthbert of
Devils Lake, N. D.
Resolutions
'BE IT RESOLVED, By the members of the Bar Association of the State of North Dakota in regular annual session as-
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sembled at Bismarck, N. D., this ioth day of September, 1926, that
in the death of Mr. Wardrope this state has lost a worthy and
honored citizen, and that we, the members of the Bar Association
of North Dakota, have lost a most valued, earnest, faithful and
conscientious co-worker, and one who will be greatly missed, but
whose noble attributes will ever be held in fond recollection.
Rarely has any man in this state impressed such a personality
upon his community for good as did Victor Wardrope. He was
never ostentatious, but always firm and faithful in whatever he
thought to be the right. He was a man of integrity and whose
character could never be questioned or assailed. In his profession he was earnest, industrious and faithful, and resourceful,
and had become an able, thoughtful lawyer, and one in whom not
only clients, but judges and members of the bar with whom he
met, always had faith and confidence, and his friends were legion.
He always seemed to despise anything in life that savored of
bigotry or show or pretense, but rather clung to the more substantial things of life. In his home life he was a faithful and
devoted husband and father, and we shall cherish his memory as
long as time shall last.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the individual and
united sympathies of the members of the Bar Association of this
state be, and are extended to his widow and to the children, and
to his aged. parents, brothers and sisters; and
Be IT FURTHER RESOLVED,Tha-t-his brief biography,
together with these resolutions, be spread upon the permanent
records of this Association, and that the secretary be requested to
forward to his widow a copy of the same.
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FRANK W.

AMES

Frank W. Ames was born at Wiscasset, Maine, on December
16th, 1851. He was graduated from Trinity College, Hartford,
Conn., in 1876, and studied law in the office of H. C. Robinson
of that city. He was admitted to the bar in Connecticut in x879
and in Dakota Territory in i88o. He first resided at Caledonia
in Traill county and was clerk of the district court of that county
from i88o to i885. He served as states attorney of Traill county
from 1889 to 1892 and as state senator from 1889:to 19o3. He
served as supreme court reporter of this state from i9o4 to 1913,
and volumes "12" to "21," inclusive, of the North Dakota reports were edited by him, and published during his term of office.
.After the county seat of Traill county was removed from
Caledonia to Hillsboro, Mr. Ames moved to Mayville where he
continued the practice of the law until his death, which occurred
on May 25th, 1926. A son and daughter survive him..
Mr. Ames was widely known and most highly respected, not
only in the county of Traill where he had resided so many years,
but throughout the entire state. He would very likely be classed
as a lawyer of the old school. He was well grounded in his profession and was always very earnest, conscientious and faithful in
his professional work, as well as in the every day walks of life and
association with his fellow men. In his law practice he was much
more inclined to favor substance, rather than form, and while he
was a close student and energetic in his practice, yet it could not
be-claimed that he was technical. He was always fair and
courteous to the court and to opposing counsel, and his integrity
was never questioned, and generally speaking he was a broadminded high-type of man.
Resolutions
By
the members of the Bar Association
BE IT RESOLVED,
of the State of North Dakota in regular annual session assembled
at Bismarck, N. D., this ioth day of September, 1926, that in the
-death of Frank W. Ames the state has lost an honored, useful,
and trusted citizen, and we as lawyers 'have lost an old friend
and companion, who has "fought a good fight, finished his
course, and-kept the faith."
Judge Ames, as he was familiarly known, was a veteran in
the service of the noblest profession on earth. He was ever kind
and courteous and even in the last years of his long life of toil and
service, these beautiful attributes were still with him, and it
seemed only natural for him to maintain that attitude of kindness and courtesy, even. though in circumstances which with the
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ordinary individual might call for other action. He was always
fair and honorable with his clients and regarded their interests
as though they were his own, and any business entrusted to him
was in safe-keeping. Judge Ames always, even in his declining
years, took an active part in all the civic affairs of life and devoted much personal time, thought and attention to matters without thought of remuneration in dollars, but was satisfied to do
his part as a citizen, and rejoiced in the fact that he had the confidence and good will of all who knew him. He was old, and was
often tried, but never found wanting, and in the departure of such
characters, the community sustains a loss that cannot be made
good.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the sympathies of
all the members of this Bar Association be extended to his
children, and that they, and all of us may be able to emulate
the life of him who has gone on.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the biographical
sketch of his life and these resolutions be placed upon the permanent records of this association, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of this
Bar Association be requested to deliver to his children a copy
hereof.
Respectfully submitted,
H. A. LIBBY, Chairman.
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